THE   HISTORY   OF  SPIRITUALISM

held. Here he was visited by Lord Lytton, the
famous novelist, who, although he received striking
evidence, never publicly avowed his belief in the
medium's powers, though his private letters, and
indeed his published novels, are evidence of his true
feeling. This was the case with scores of well-known
men and women. Among his early sitters were
Robert Owen the Socialist, T. A. Trollope the
author, and Dr, J. Garth Wilkinson the alienist.

In these days, when the facts of psychic pheno-
mena are familiar to all save those who are wilfully
ignorant, we can hardly realize the moral courage
which was needed by Home in putting forward his
powers and upholding them in public. To the aver-
age educated Briton in the material Victorian era a
man who claimed to be able to produce results which
upset Newton's law of gravity, and which showed in-
visible mind acting upon visible matter, was prima
Jacie a scoundrel and an impostor. The view of
Spiritualism pronounced by Vice-Chancellor Giffard
at the conclusion of the Home-Lyon trial was that of
the class to which he belonged* He knew nothing
of the matter, but took it for granted that anything
with such claims must be false. No doubt similar
things were reported in far-off lands and ancient
books, but that they could occur in prosaic, steady old
England, the England of bank-rates and free imports,
was too absurd for serious thought. It has been re-
corded that at this trial Lord Giffard turned to Home's
counsel and said: " Do I understand yoaio-state that
your client claims that he has been levitated into the
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